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LEADERS: INCISIVE OPINION AND LIVELY DEBATE

IN BRIEF 
Patrick Nally established the West Nally agency 
with BBC sports commentator Peter West in 1970. 
He is credited with originating many of the ideas 
currently used in sponsorship. Today he is working 
with UNESCO’s MINEPS follow-up conference on 
Hosting Major Sports Events.

WHAT LESSONS CAN PROSPECTIVE 
HOST CITIES LEARN FROM GLASGOW’S 
COMMONWEALTH GAMES? 
When CGF President Prince Imran declared this year’s 

Glasgow’s Games ‘the best ever’ he knew that such 
statements play well with the home crowd and set a 
challenge for the next hosts.

Glasgow’s Games were a triumph for the City, for 
Scotland and for the Commonwealth Games itself after 
difficulties in Delhi last time.

The Games ticked all the boxes for the host city and 
nation and for millions of spectators who packed stadia 
and arenas and lined the routes of cycling, marathon and 
triathlon events.

Glasgow staged the Games wisely and well. Its smart 
use of existing venues and careful legacy planning for new 
facilities is an example for others. The venues looked great, 
the atmosphere was outstanding and there were some great 
performances and stories to be enjoyed.

But the impression I took from the Glasgow Games is that 
the impact and benefits were strictly local. It seems most in 
the UK were oblivious despite massive media and TV coverage. 
So why did the Games fail to register and does it matter?

The good news is that Glasgow showed other cities around 
the world exactly what can be achieved by hosting specialist 
multi-sports event. The success of hosting is measured by the 
way the city achieves specific objectives. The Commonwealth 
Games is never going to deliver the global awareness and 
impact of the Olympics but that was never the plan. The Games 
achieved what they set out to and did it within the set budget.

The sports, media, commercial and municipal communities 
need to develop new approaches to hosting events and Glasgow 
has proved there’s tremendous value for those who get it right.

IN BRIEF
A solider by profession, Dahlan Al Hamad has been President 
of the Qatar Athletics Federation (QAF) since 1996. He is 
also a council member of the IAAF and sits on its marketing 
commission. He has organised many athletics events in the 
Middle East and is a powerful champion of women in sport.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THE WORLD ATHLETICS 
CHAMPIONSHIPS CAN DO FOR QATAR AND WHAT 
CAN QATAR DO FOR THE WORLD ATHLETICS?

The Middle East has never staged a World Championships 
in Athletics and I strongly believe that hosting them in Doha 
will provide an unparalleled opportunity to connect the 
world of athletics to new horizons and new opportunities.

I am a Vice-President of the IAAF and passionate that 
global athletics should continues to retain its appeal in an 
ever-changing world. I believe that my sport must reach 
new audiences and ensure that as many people as possible 
across the world are able to participate in athletics. 

Hosting the World Championships in Qatar would 
create a platform to showcase athletics to a new region 
and a new generation. 60% of the Middle East is under 
the age of 30. This huge youth population would be 
inspired to participate, creating more elite athletes, 
providing more role models, spreading the values of 
sport and engaging the whole region through athletics.

Connecting athletics with new audiences and 
markets will also open up opportunities for new 
sponsors and partners for our sport. This will enable 
athletics to realise its potential as a truly global sport, 
ensuring that it has a very exciting future.

Successful World Championships contribute to 
these ambitions and Doha has a proven track record 
of hosting world-class athletics and many other 
sporting events. We have state-of-the art sports 
facilities and are committed to advancing athletics 
through sporting innovation. We can be trusted 
to deliver an exceptional World Championships 
and are ready to do so. Doha is one of the best 
connected cities in the world and our dream is to 
connect the world of athletics in Doha in 2019. 
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